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invectives. This singular mixture ought not to surprise us M.
de Lami-nnais, a man of our own times, has strikingly presented the
some contrast In l^beautifuj^^kj^J^J^Words of a Believer/'
the most immoderate anger and the sweetest relentings alternate,
as in a mirage. This man, who was extremely kind in the inter-
course of life, became madly intractable toward those who did not
agree with him. Jesus, in like manner, applied to himself, not
without reason, the passage from Isaiah :l " He shall not strive,
nor cry; neither shall any man liear his voice in the streets. A
bruised reed &liall he not bieak, and smoking flax shall he not
quench"3 And yet many of the recommendations which he
addressed to his disciples contain the germs of a true fanaticism,3
germs which the Middle Ages were to de\ elop in a cruel manner.
Miibt we reproach him for this ? No revolution is effected without
some harshness. If Luther, or the actors in the French Kevolu-
tion, had been compelled to observe the rules of politeness, neither
the Eeformation nor the Eevolution would have taken place. Let
us congratulate ourselves in like manner that Jesus encountered
no law which punished the invectives he uttered against one class
of citizens. Had such a law existed, the Pharisees would have
been inviolate. All the great things of humanity have been
accomplished in the name of absolute principles. A critical
philosopher would have said to his disciples : Eespect the opinion
of others ; and believe that no one is so completely right that his
adversary is completely wrong. But the action of Jesus has
nothing in common with the disinterested speculation of the
philosopher. To know that we have touched the ideal for a mo-
ment, and have been deterred by the wickedness of a few, is a
thought insupportable to an ardent soul What must it have been
for the founder of a new world ?

The invincible obstacle to the ideas of Jesus came especially
from orthodox Judaism, represented by the Pharisees. Jesus
became more and more alienated from the ancient Law. Now,
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